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Introduction

This document is an annual report on activities related to the
management of rainbow trout in the Minnesota waters of Lake
Superior and its tributaries. The framework for rainbow trout
management is in the Rainbow Trout Chapter of the 2006
Lake Superior Management Plan (LSMP) available at the
MNDNR-Lake Superior website. Creel survey reports, fish

trap reports, and other reports are available at this location.
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/areas/fisheries/lakesuperior/management.html.

Environmental Conditions

In-stream environmental conditions were generally favorable
for juvenile steelhead from fall 2008 through fall 2009.

Between November 2008 and April 2009, no parts of St. Louis,
Lake, or Cook Counties, were in drought status. Streams
entered the winter of 2008-09 with moderate flows, and
received above average amounts of snowfall throughout the
winter to insulate them.

Juvenile steelhead can tolerate low summer flows like this
on the Knife R. if air and water temperatures remain cool.

Below average rainfall amounts from May through September
2009 resulted in below average flows in four of five summer
months. Fortunately, lower than average air temperatures from
May through August allowed water temperatures to remain
cooler than expected throughout most of the summer.

However, juveniles still experienced stressful water
temperatures in the lower reaches of the French and Knife
rivers for one or more hours on 59 and 87 days, respectively.
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